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Sadia Irum, Nasiruddin,

ABSTRACT:

South Asian countries known as subcontinent had been trade hub for Asia from ancient times,
trade relationships of Arabian Peninsula and subcontinent were established long before the rise of
Islam, Arab traders came to this region with merchandise and did their business with Asian people
and those trade relationships were on very good terms, Same practice continued after the rise of
Islam, Muslim traders frequently came to this region for trade purposes but the biggest change in
those trade relationships was Islam, now Arab traders doing their trade in the light of the teachings
of Islam their behavior their attitude their rules and regulations and their trade module was
completely different now they were following the footsteps of their Prophet SAW, with this non-
Muslim trades were immensely inspired by those new business etiquettes and they became curious
about the teachings of Islam, Muslims trades used this opportunity with glee and they started
preaching Islam openly this whole process became a regular practice and with that many people
from this region accepted Islam, early traces of mosques and shrines in this region are the very
proof of this historical event in this article we have provided the historical review of the whole
event with detailed references.

KEYWORDS: Arabs, Traders, Maritime Trade, Indian Sub-Continent, Islam, Preaching of Islam,
Muslims, Muslims Colonies.
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““The first Muslim traders and mariners in India were those same Arabs and Persians who
had become Islamized. They were particularly attracted to the western Konkan coast on
account of the valuable teakwood from the forests of the Hindu Rashtrakuta kingdom; this
wood was in great demand in the Iraqi shipbuilding industry. Appreciating the profits to be
made from this trade, the Rashtrakuta kings treated the Muslims honourably and permitted
them to build mosques. The Arabs called them the Ballahara’’.>
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