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THE ALLEGED BELIEF OF RETURN (RAJ'A) IN TWELVER SHIA THEOLOGY
OVERVIEW AND CRITIQUE
0y o5 tny s SV sabY I oge MRS SNBSS
Abdul Rahman Shah, Mohammad Ismail Labib Balakhi,
ABSTRACT:
One of the most important principles of belief is faith in the Day of Judgment, where Allah
gathers creatures and nations for reckoning and reward, unlike any other time. Among the
derivatives of this belief is the firm belief that the deceased does not return to the world
after departing from it. The Quran and the Sunnah do not mention any return or
resurrection except on the Day of Judgment. However, the Twelver Shia sect claims
otherwise and asserts the return of the Imams from the House of the Prophet before the
Day of Judgment during the time of their presumed Mahdi. This claim is aimed at seeking
revenge from their enemies and opponents, particularly notable companions such as the
two sheikhs and Aisha, the mother of the Believers. The first to introduce this belief in the
Islamic community was the cunning Jew Abdullah bin Saba, who feigned conversion to
Islam to undermine it from within. He transferred such beliefs filled with hatred, enmity,
and animosity from the religion of his Jewish ancestors to Islam. The Jews believe in the
return of some of their enemies and adversaries to the world after departing from it during
the time of their supposed Messiah for revenge and retaliation. This belief was adopted by
the followers of Abdullah bin Saba, known as the Saba'is, and from them, it reached various
Imami factions. It became firmly rooted within the Twelver Shia sect, to the extent that
those who oppose it are considered to be enemies of their sect. This belief is fundamentally
false and baseless, contradicting the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah, the statements of
scholars, and the proofs of reason. The fact that its originator is the deceitful Jew Abdullah
bin Saba, who aimed to ignite discord among Muslims by propagating false beliefs and
casting doubt on the core tenets of their faith, is sufficient evidence of its invalidity and
corruption. Another aspect of its invalidity is that it is built upon fictitious and false beliefs,
such as the claim that the first three caliphs usurped the right of Ali ibn Abi Talib to the
caliphate. Additionally, their mythological belief in their presumed Mahdi, who does not
actually exist, is another reason for its invalidity and corruption. It is well known that
anything built upon lies, illusions, and fantasies is inherently flawed and corrupt.
Keywords: Belief (Raj'a), Day of Judgment, Return of the Deceased, Twelver Shia Theology,
Mahdi.
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Al-Amadi, Abu al-Saud Muhammad bin Muhammad. Guiding Sound Reason to the

Virtues of the Noble Quran. (Publication date not available). Dar Thya' al-Turath al-Arabi,
Beirut, Lebanon.
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Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Shihab al-Din Ahmad bin 'Ali. Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah.
Edited by Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi. (1412 AH). Dar al-Jil, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Qaffari, Nasser bin Abdullah. Fundamentals of the Twelver Imami Shia Doctrine
(Presentation and Critique). 3rd Edition. (1418 AH). Dar al-Ridha for Publishing and
Distribution.
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Al-Mufid, Muhammad bin al-Nu'man al-Akbari al-Baghdadi. Early Articles. Edited by
Ibrahim al-Ansari al-Zanjani. 2nd Edition. (1414 AH). Al-Mufid Printing Press, Beirut,
Lebanon.
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Al-Musawi, Ni'mat Allah. The Radiant Lights of the Nagshbandiyya Order. (Publication
date not available). Publisher: Tabriz Printing Company, Iran.
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Al-Amili, Muhammad bin al-Hasan. Awakening from Slumber with Evidence of the
Return. (Publication date not available). Al-Ilmiyya Printing Press, Qom, Iran.
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Al-Jamili, Abdullah. Exerting Efforts to Prove the Similarity of the Rafidites to the Jews.
4th Edition. (1418 AH).
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Al-Majlisi, Muhammad Bagqir. Bihar al-Anwar, a Comprehensive Collection of Gems from

the Stories of the Pure Imams. 2nd Edition. (1403 AH). Al-Wafa Foundation, Beirut,
Lebanon.
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Al-Nasafi, Maimon bin Makhaul. Ocean of Speech. Edited by Sayyid Yusuf Ahmad. 1st
Edition (1426 AH). Muhammad Ali Publications, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida. The Beginning and the End. Care by Sheikh Ali Muhammad

Ma'wad and Sheikh Adel Abdul Mawjud. 2nd Edition. (1426 AH). Dar al-Kutub al-
IImiyya, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Jarir. History of Nations and Kings. 1st Edition
(1407 AH). Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Isfara'ini, Abu al-Muzaffar. Enlightenment in Religion and Distinguishing the Saved
Group from the Perishing Sects. (Publication date not available). Al-Azhar Library, Egypt.
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Al-Arusi al-Huwayzi, Abd Ali bin Jama'a. Tafsir Nur al-Thagalayn. Edited by Sayyid
Hashim al-Rasuli al-Mabhallati. 4th Edition (1412 AH). Ismailiyan Foundation, Qom, Iran.
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Al-Dahlawi, Abdul Aziz. The Twelver Shia Treasure. Edited by Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi

and others. Faculty of Religious Fundamentals, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic
University. (Publication date not available).
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Ibn Abidin al-Shami, Muhammad Amin. (Admonition to Governors and Rulers Regarding

the Rulings on Insulting the Best of Humanity or One of His Honorable Companions)
Publication date not available. (Included in a collection of Ibn Abidin's letters).
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Al-Tabrisi, Ahmad bin Ali bin Abi Talib. The Argument Against the People of Contention.
Edited by Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Kharsan. (Publication date not available).
Publications of Dar al-Nu'man for Printing and Publishing, Najaf.
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17. Al-Ahsa'i, Ahmad Zain al-Din. The Return. 2nd Edition (2002 CE). Publications of
Al-Ha'iri Public Library, Karbala.
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Al-Alousi, Shahab al-Din Mahmud bin Abdullah. (Publication date not available). The
Spirit of Meanings in Interpreting the Noble Quran and the Sublime Seven. Dar lhya' al-
Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Hindi, Nasir al-Din Muhammad. The Shining Swords and the Summary of Burnt

Misconceptions. Summarized and Edited by Al-Allama Abu al-Ma'ali Mahmud Shukri al-
Alousi. Edited by Dr. Majid al-Khalifa. 1st Edition (1430 AH). Imam al-Bukhari Library,

Egypt.
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Ibn Majah, Abdullah Muhammad bin Yazid al-Qazwini al-Shahid, Sunan Ibn Majah (1st

Edition). Edited by Abu Ubaydah Mashhur bin Hasan al-Salman. Maktabat al-Ma'arif.
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Al-Qumi, Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali bin al-Hussein Ibn Babawayh, known among the
Rafidites as al-Saduq, The Characteristics of the Shi'ah. Edited by Ali Akbar Ghaffari.
Printed and Published by Al-Abidi Printing House, Tehran.
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Al-Haydari, Explanation of Nahj al-Balagha. Edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim.
Dar Thya' al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut.
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The Catholic Institute. (Date not specified). The Old Testament and the New Testament.
Eastern Churches Assembly. Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Nu'mani, Zainab Muhammad bin Ibrahim al-Ghaybah. Edited and Annotated by Ali
Akbar Ghaffari. 1st Edition: 1422 AH. Anwar al-Huda Publications, Qom, Iran.
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Al-Zanjani, Ibrahim al-Musawi, Beliefs of the Twelver Imamiyah. 1402 AH. Al-Wafa
Foundation, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Muzaffar, Muhammad Reza, Beliefs of the Imamiyah, Former Dean of the Faculty of
Jurisprudence in Najaf. Preface by Dr. Hamid Hafni Dawood. Ansarian Publications, Qom,
Iran.
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Al-Dahlawi, Imam Alim bin Alaa Al-Ansari Al-Indrati, Tatar Khanah Fatwas. Edited by

Qazi Sajjad Hussein. Publications of the Management of the Quran and Islamic Sciences,
Karachi, Pakistan.
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Al-Hamam, Imam al-Shaykh Nazam and a group of scholars from India, Al-Fatawa al-

Hindiyya, known as Al-Fatawa Alamgiriyya in the Hanafi school. Edited and Annotated
by Abdul Latif Hasan Abdul Rahman. Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut.
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Al-Kulayni, Ja'far Muhammad bin Ya'qub, Al-Kafi. Edited by Ali Akbar Ghaffari. 3rd
Edition: 1388 AH. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyya, Tehran.
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Al-Tabrisi, Ali al-Fadl bin al-Hasan, Majma' al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Quran. 1st Edition: 1415
AH. Al-A'lamy Foundation, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Ash'ari, Imam Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Isma'il, Articles of the Muslims and the
Differences of the Prayers. Edited and Annotated by Dr. Nawaf al-Jarrah. 1st Edition: 1427
AH. Dar Sader, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Shahrastani, Abu al-Fath, Lessons and Experiences in Documenting Religions and
Sects. 2nd Edition: 1992 CE. Dar Maktabat al-Mutanabbi, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Dimashqi, Taqi al-Din Ahmad bin Abdul Halim bin Taymiyah al-Harrani, Minhaaj al-

Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah fi Naqdi Kalaam al-Shi'ah wa al-Qadariyyah. Edited by
Muhammad Rashad Saleem. 1st Edition: 1406 AH. Muassasat Qurtuba.
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Al-Qumi, Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Babawayh, known among the

Rafidites as al-Saduq, Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqih. Edited by Ali Akbar Ghaffari. 2nd
Edition: 1404 AH. Jam'iyyat al-Mudarrisin bi-Qum.
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Basha, Shams al-Din Ahmad bin Kamal, Articles on Clarifying Innovations and

Misguidance. Edited by Dr. Sayyid Baghwan. Ist Edition: 1425 AH. Dar al-Salam for
Printing and Publishing, Egypt.
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Al-Magqarizi, Taqi al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ahmad bin Ali, Al-Mawa'iz wa al-I'tibar bi Dhikr

al-Khutat wa al-Athar, known as Al-Maqrizi's Khitat. 2nd Edition: 1992 CE. Dar Maktabat
al-Mutanabbi, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Al-Hanafi, Mirza Mukhdoom Ashraf al-Hasani, AlI-Nawagqidh li Dhuhur al-Rafidah. Study

and Editing: Dr. Ahmed and Anas bin Saeed bin Musfir al-Qahtani. Umm al-Qura
University in Mecca [Two Theses].
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